Foreword

The Euro-Latin American Forum is jointly organised by the Institute for Strategic
and International Studies, IEEI, and the Instituto Roberto Simonsen of the Fed-
eration of Industries of the State of Sio Paulo, FIESP/IRS. Since its inception, in
1990, it has been able to count on the support of the European Commission,

The Fifth Euro-Latin-American Forum convened in Lishon in May 1998, to discuss
the core relationship between the European Union and the Mercosul, in the wider
context of Euro-Latin American relations and taking into account the pull towards
regionalisation and hemispheric free trade, and the universal phenomenon of
globalisation. If both Europe and Latin America want to be globalisers, i.e, have
the ability to influence and shape the world order in accordance with their shared
interests and values, then they should create a partnership for the twenty-first
century and act jointly to set the global rules which will govern that system. This




involved in the preparation of the Fifth Forum, namely in the organisation of the
preparatory conference held in London in March 1998, and to all other «sister
organisations» in Europe and Latin America who were involved in the preparatory
meeting held in Sao Paulo in October 1997.

The programme of the Fifth Euro-Latin-American Forum Conference, The
Challenge of Globalisation: Europe and Latin America and the Integration
Processes in the Americas is appended to this report. The conference was
attended by many decision-makers, entrepreneurs, journalists, academics,
diplomats, and particularly European and Latin American ambassadors, who in
many ways have been involved in the Euro-Latin American Forum and actively
promoting its objectives.

The Fifth Euro-Latin American Forum has been made possible by the generous
support of its two main sponsors, the European Commission and ICEP - Comércio
e Turismo de Portugal, as well as public and private companies who are involved
in the day-to-day business of building the Euro-Mercosul partnership: Banco
Itat Europa, Portugal Telecom, and EDP - Electricidade de Portugal.
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Preamble

1. Since its inception in 1990, the aim of the Euro-Latin American Forum has
been to assess the relationship between the European Union and Latin America,
exploring the points of economic, political, social and cultural convergence
between the two regions. The Forum has contended that the relationship is
based on a natural convergence arising from a shared cultural heritage, but
that this has been insufficient to ensure the development of substantive
economic and political governmental and non- govemmental relatmns '
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~ 2. Biregional relations acquired greater dynamlsm and substance mth |
:ﬂmotxahsahon and sub-regmnal mtegratlon in Latm Amenca. In th15 context




6. The United States is the only remaining true global power and the
important strategic, political and economic partner of the European U
Latin America. The success of both integration projects and relations
them will be affected by their links with the United States and its:
towards them. Thus, the report contends that the management of |
with the United States is crucial, particularly given the importan
Trade Area of the Americas, the expansion of the North |
Organisation and the creation of a Transatlantic Marketplace.
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